
Creating Infographics for 
Health Professions Educators

Infographics are a powerful tool for communicating 
complex information in a clear and compelling way. By 
combining data, images, and concise text, infographics 
can help facilitate better understanding important health 
topics.



Learning Objectives
1. Recognize the benefits of utilizing an 

infographic to share information within 
an academic medicine context 

2. Identify how infographics can enhance 
sharing of information in digestible 
ways 

3. Build an infographic for a variety of 
audiences within health professions 
education



What is an Infographic?

An infographic is a visual 
representation of information, data, 
or knowledge designed to present 
complex ideas quickly and clearly.

Infographics typically combine text, 
graphics, and images to convey 
information in an engaging and 
memorable format.

They are effective for presenting 
research findings, educational content, 
or conveying processes.



The Importance of Visual Communication 

Improved 
Understanding

Infographics can 
simplify complex 
concepts, making them 
more accessible and 
easier to comprehend 
for both healthcare 
providers, learners or 
patients.

Increased 
Engagement

Visually engaging 
infographics capture 
attention and motivate 
people to learn about 
important topics.

Better Retention

The combination of text 
and visuals in 
infographics helps 
people better remember 
key information 
compared to text-only 
materials.

Increased 
Accessibility

Appeals to diverse 
learners and audiences.  

Easy to distribute across 
multiple platforms.



Benefits of Using Infographics 

Enhances 
comprehension

Captures 
attention

Simplifies 
complex 
concepts & 
increases 
accessibility

Facilitates 
knowledge 
dissemination



Designing Infographics for Different Audiences

Colleagues

Focus on technical 
details, scientific 
data, and evidence-
based practices.

Learners

Focus on discrete 
learning, evidence-
based practices, and 
key takeaways.

Patients

Emphasize easy-to-
understand 
information, visual 
cues, and practical 
tips.

Community

Adopt a more 
approachable tone, 
use relatable 
examples, and 
highlight key 
takeaways.



Key Elements of Effective Infographics

Clear Objective

Determine the key message you want to 
convey and structure the infographic around 
that goal.

Meaningful Data Visualization

Choose appropriate charts, graphs, and 
icons to effectively present medical data 
and statistics.

Concise Text

Use brief, easy-to-read captions and labels 
to complement the visual elements.

Consistent Branding

Incorporate your organization's branding 
and visual identity to ensure cohesion.

            



Tips for Designing Effective Infographics

Keep it simple

Use visuals wisely

Maintain consistency

Prioritize readability

Tell a story

Test usability



Ethical Considerations in Infographic Design

Accuracy

Ensure the information presented is 
scientifically sound, up-to-date and 
properly cited.

Inclusivity

Represent diverse populations and avoid 
perpetuating biases or stereotypes.

Privacy

Protect patient confidentiality and obtain 
necessary permissions for any images or 
data.

Transparency

Clearly attribute sources and disclose any 
potential conflicts of interest.



Sharing Your Infographic

How

• Print 

• Social Media

• Website

• Email Software

• Learning Management 
System

Consider

• Audience

• Context

• The "How"

• Timing

Impact

• Incorporating an 
analytics tool

• Utilizing feedback 
tools



Steps to build an Infographic

1

Define your 
objective(s)

2

Gather content

3

Design layout

4

Choose visual 
elements

5

Create the 
infographic

6

Review and revise



There are countless tools to help you create an Infographic



Infographic Examples 



Let's create an Infographic!



Infographics Debrief

1One thing you learned…..

2 One thing you are still 
curious about….

3Where can you implement…



Best Practice Takeaways

Start with a Clear Objective What are you hoping to accomplish by using this 
method to communicate?

Consider your audience and your 
message

Choose the right charts, graphs, icons, and other 
information to clearly communicate and tell the story.

You can create an infographic Utilize tools available to assist you in the creation 
process.



Any questions?

Think of some thing later?

Sarah Harendt, PhD, MS -
smumbargerwells@carilionclini
c.org

Mariah Rudd, MEd –
mjrudd@carilionclinic.org

Shari Whicker, EdD, MEd –
sawhicker@carilionclinic.org
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